Correspondence from Ken Davenport re: White Mountain Butterflies
November 14, 2004  I can't do a butterfly count in the White Mountains because I am involved with several counts in the southern Sierra Nevada at the same time..  I might participate on occasion.

        However, be aware that I am very familiar with the butterflies of the White Mountains from the Narrows of Westgard Pass to the locked gate south of the Research Station.  In fact, I was on the ridge between Piute Mountain and the locked gate last July 11th!  If you would like, I can forward data from past trips.

        Also be aware I have an upcoming scientific 2 part publication which will extensively cover the butterfly fauna of the Yosemite sector of the Sierra Nevada and much of Mono County east of the Sierra, though not the White Mountains.  Still many of the species will be the same. 

The first section is text, the second section will be color plates.  It will cover ALL species and subspecies in that region.  The planned date of publication is on or about December 1st!

        If you want White Mountain records, I can get these for you gradually between now and next spring.  I have to finish proof-reading editorial changes with the Yosemite publication (I'll forward an advertisement that explains how you can get a copy, it will sell for $45 from the publisher), publish information for the 2004 Season Summary (I'm the coordinator for California, Nevada and Arizona) and send a report to the Inyo County National Forest Service first...which will include data from that July 11th date from the White Mountains.  Some of Derham Giuliani and Jack Levy's records are in my records section for the Yosemite book.  (Also Jerry Powell's records for Tuolumne Metalmarks may be mentioned, since he described it with Paul Opler)

        I do plan more collecting trips in the White Mountains, including Piute Peak...so keep in touch!

November 5, 2004  The problem you may have attracting collectors to share in a butterfly count may have to do with the current status of Bristlecone Pines...is it currently a National Monument?  If so, it is not legal to collect there.  When I first collected in the region, there were no legal restrictions to collecting I knew of.  Last year, I had to get a permit from Inyo National Forest to collect outside Bristlecone Pines.  I believe now that collecting is OK as long as it is NOT labeled as scientific research.

        The only known species in the White Mountains not included as species for the Yosemite region are BAIRD'S SWALLOWTAIL (north edge of the range) and DESERT ELFIN which occurs near the NARROWS.  Many of the subspecies are different.

        Among species you have there are RIDING'S SATYR, SIERRA SKIPPER, UNCAS SKIPPER, INDRA SWALLOWTAIL, AMERICAN COPPER, LUSTROUS COPPER, WHEELER'S CHECKERSPOT and the endemic SCOTT'S CLOUDYWING (Thorybes mexicana blanca). You also have endemic subspecies of many other species.  Your problem is that watchers and NABA don't recognize subspecies, so won't be drawn to the White Mountains.  The Sierra Skipper in your area is another endemic, Hesperia miriamae longaevicola found from Sheep Mountain to Mt. Barcroft and east into Nevada.  That one is highly prized but easily confused with several similar species that fly there with it...juba, comma, uncas, nevada.  The average person cannot tell them apart.  Sometimes, experts can't either...because variation within species creates overlapping field marks.

        I know of none outside of Derham who live there.

        One final thought, there is a species of blue recently described from the White Mountains that occurs NE of Bishop.  It is currently considered a subspecies of ACMON BLUE, Plebejus acmon dedeckera but will soon be elevated to species status.  I personally found the California state record for the NEVADA ARROWHEAD BLUE in the Whites back in 1988.

May 18, 2006        

While others debate the claims of it being the worst year in 35 years for butterflies in California, I was able to see evidence to the

contrary and experienced a classic day collecting   (Saturday, May 13th)

desert  butterflies for my personal collection and the butterflies obtained will help my personal assessment of butterfly distributions in California. It is important to note that a collecting trip to this same area in a drought year 2-3 years ago  turned up only two butterflies in the White Mountains in half a day. The finds today demonstrates how reading a disaster into one years conditions to be premature and foolish. This trip followed up my April 27-28 collecting trip when I did well finding both Anthocharis thoosa pseudothoosa and Callophrys comstocki interrupta.

Localities: Canyons and washes both above and below the Narrows, White Mountains, Inyo County, CA., elevation 6200 to 7800.'

Checkered Skipper (Pyrgus communis): common.

Northern White Skipper (Heliopetes ericetorum): saw several, collected a pair. Western Branded Skipper (Hesperia colorado idaho): Just coming out. Juba Skipper (Hesperia juba): Very common. Indra Swallowtail (Papilio indra nr. panamintensis): Saw about eight during the day (almost always when getting something else out of my net, or by surprise), but made no effort to climb hilltops to get adults. I did however get two nice males flying along the highway by my parked car! Probably common on the peaks 800 feet above. Pearly Marble (Euchloe hyantis complex): These should be lotta but the bars at the end of the cell seem narrow. A disjunct population of Sierra Nevada hyantis? Or atypical lotta? Locally common at 7000' on brushy hillside. Southwestern Orangetip (Anthocharis thoosa pseudothoosa): Much less common than two weeks ago. I saw no females and unfortunately (or fortunately), other things grabbed my attention! Checkered White (Pontia protodice): Seen at lower levels off highway. Spring White (Pontia sisymbrii nigravenosa): common. Becker's White (Pontia beckerii): several in one wash at about 6500', scarce or absent elsewhere. Orange Sulphur (Colias eurytheme): seen sparingly. Juniper Hairstreak (Callophrys (Mitoura) siva chalcosiva): Just emerging, I took a half dozen Thicket Hairstreak (Callophrys spinetorum spinetorum): Very common on flowers in canyons and washes! Comstock's Hairstreak (Callophrys comstocki interrupta): Much less common than two weeks ago, but still saw about 80 in a day! Desert Elfin (Callophrys fotis mojavensis): Unbelievably common and found in many places. Seen commonly on flowers in canyons and washes. Saw perhaps eighty during the day! Previously, I had seen this species in only one small area up a canyon. Having a banner year! Desert Mountains Azure (Celastrina echo? cinerea?) Taxonomy uncertain. I had a vague reference to azures in the Whites. Very common today but intensely local. Mostly in canyon below the Narrows! These were badly needed in my collection and will help in comparisons with azures in the Sierra Nevada, especially those on the east slope! Silvery Blue (Glaucopsyche lygdamus near oro): Very common virtually everywhere visited! Melissa Blue (Lycaeides melissa paradoxa): One taken in wash. Acmon Blue (Plebejus acmon ssp.): A few. Bauer's Blue (Euphilotes baueri baueri): Absent from usual places but turned up in wash and dry slope above the Narrows. Took only four males, but likely to be common once a colony is located. Small Blue (Philotiela speciosa speciosa): Several seen (one voucher

taken) in gravelly wash at 7500' above the Narrows.

Alma Checkerspot (Chlosyne leanira alma): Common but strangely, many individuals were quite small...just slightly larger than Mylitta Crescent. West Coast Lady (Vanessa annabella): One seen in wash. Buckeye (Junonia coenia grisea):: Seen in washes. 

        Several of these species listed above are considered rarities and many are not observed in drought years. There was an abundance of blooming plants and annual wildflowers.

9/27/2006          I have two additional records of butterflies to report for the White Mountains:

Western Tailed Blue (Everes or Cupido amyntula nr. montanorum): I have two males in my collection taken near the Narrows west below Westgard Pass on May 10, 1997. I had forgotten I had collected this species there.

Ceraunus Blue (Hemiargus ceraunus gyas): Mark Walker collected a specimen near the Bristlecone Pines forest on July 30, 2006 at 10,050'.
